Forward Strategies

Office: 211 South Paterson Street, Suite 350, Madison, Wl 53703
Mail: P.O. Box 2522, Madison, Wl 53701
Phone: 608-250-5805 Facsimile: 608-250-5815

TO: Scott Adrian

FROM: Joel Gratz, Forward Strategies LLC

DATE: Monday, January 30, 2012

RE: Draft to allow Legislative Districts to be drawn on
wards.

Review of Possible Legislation
Atthe November 6, 2009 RSWG meat
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completed w1tht% days of the publication of the census results, usually by
October the year af¥&r the census is conducted. Once counties and municipalities
have submltt -"' tHeir wards to the state, the legislature may begm creatmg

0y
"“‘8;"5& N

pL€pary d and processed by LTSB staff. Currently law does allow that the leglslature

but appears to be somewhat limited in it's scope. The LRB draft presented
facilitates the use of census blocks in plan creation by providing clear direction to
counties on municipalities on their need to update ward boundaries based upon

legislative and congressional plans passed by the legislature.

The draft further standardizes some language and clarifies how to address
corrections to census results,
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The 1999 Bill has some additional provisions of note that are not included in the
current LRB draft:

o Removes minimum ward population requirements.

e Provides that municipal annexations shall not take effect until the Secretary
of State receives information including census block numbers describing the
annexation as well as estimates of the population of the annexed territory.
(This would be particularly helpful in tracking ward changes through the
decade and keeping all election statistics current and correct.)

Discussion of Impact
Giving the legislature greater ability to draw plans based upon census blo%ther

input and complete the legislative process. If {feJeg¥fature could begin their work
based upon census blocks, map drawing coylds almost as soon as the census
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data is delivered in March or April of 203¢ g®ing much greater time for entire
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process. £ %
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et which is of course only possible if plans could

disadvantages to co&k B
The second impacp®l drawing on the census blocks is the greater ﬂéxibiEity in fine

turning the bour@es of each district. Census blocks being smaller units than
wards, the vasigus bedistricting criteria (ie. Compactness, population deviation, etc)
ofteT achieved. Districting plans can also be more finely drawn to
political considerations including competitiveness and location of

White mentioned was if the Census was able to accelerate the data release of data to
January of 2011, if plans could be drawn on blocks they could be completed before
the current legislature and governor depart.
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From: michael browne <mbrownehome @gmail.com>
Date: July 8, 2011 6:27:43 PM CDT

To: gratz@speedymail.org

Subject: Fwd: more analysis

---------- Forwarded message —-—wwww—w-

From: "White, Mike" <MWhite@theshopconsulting.com>
Date: Jui 8, 2011 4:45 PM

Subject: more analysis

To: <mbrownehome@gmail.com>

The assembly is fucked—they will likely be around 45. You guys fare better
—They still have a pretty solid lock on a minimum of 17, but if you could flip
Harsdorf (and get majority in recall) you may have a slim shot to retain the
majority.
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From: "White, Mike" <MWhite@theshopconsulting.com>
Date: July 6, 2011 3:28:35 PM CDT

To: "Joel Gratz-ISSI" <josl@infoservicesgroup.net>
Subject: RE: fred's plan

Yes, that is what needs to be exported--the district boundaries: 99
polygons.

~~~~~ Original Message---—--
From: Joel Gratz-ISS| [mailto:joel@infoservicesgroup.net]
Sent: Wednesday, July 06, 2011 3:20 PM




